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size, and anenities than the one \ ,ith th(r second highest as'
sessment. lf the asscssor has llagrantly bccn playirg "soak
the neurcomer," your exhibits will scnd a clcar mcssagc that
you are fully pr€pared to embarrass thc board unlcss they
nuke an appropdate adj st eni. If you usc tact, most of time
they \{ill.

Althouiah the tone of this chapter is cynical, ihe intcnt is to
make you skepiical about horv some people use maps, not
cynical about maps in general. UnderstandtuS cartographic
manipulaiion is importantto being an informed citizen able to
evaluate a wide range of proposats for altering thc landscape
and the environment. In viewing maps it is esscntial tu rc-
member that a particular !,ie\,v of realiiy (or a future rcality) is
not the only vie$rand is not necessarily a good approximation
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standard of right and wronB. Becausc propi8anda nraps are
more likely to be 8lobal or contincntal raiher than 1ocal, the
political propagandisi has n grcaicr opporiuniiv than cither
the advcriiscr or thc rcil-csiatl: dcvclopcr io disbrt rcalitv by
manip laiing thc proj{rction and franling of thc map.

This chapter cxplores ihc map's varicd ;rnd vcrsntilc roie as
aD insinnlcnt of Political propaganda. lts firsi scciion cxaD-
incs how maps hnction as politicnl icons symbols ofpowct
authorib,, and nniional unity. Ncxt ihc chaptcr looks at horv
map projeciions can inflate or diminish the area and relative
importancc olcountrics and rrgn s, ancl how a m.rp projectn
c.tn itscll become a rallying point tur cartugradlically op
pressed regllnls. A third sectbn examiues the rnanipulations
of Nazi propagandists, who used nups to justifv German
expar$ion before Worlc:l War 1I and to try to keep Anerica
neutral. A final sectjorl focuses on a ferv lavorite symbols of
the cartographic propagandist: the arrorv,Ihebomb, the circle,

Cdrft)griPhic Ict)ns Big nnd Snutll:

Maps Lts S.4rnLtols of |olLiu atul Nationhootl

The nrap is the pertecl syDrbol ot ihc slate. Il your grand
duchy or Lribal arei seems tired, run dorvn, and lrayed at the
edges, sinply take a sheet of paper, ploi sone cities, roads,
and physical feahrres, draw n hcavy, disinrcibo ndaryaround
as mlch tcrriiory as yor c1.rc clnim, elor ii;r, acld a namc..-
pcrhaps reirforccd u'ith thc;nprcssivc prclix "Rcpublic of"
.nd presior yon are nolv the leadcr of a ncrv sovcrcign, arton-
onro s counh). Sho ld anyurc doubt it, mcrclv poini k) thc
mnp. Not onltr is vour n${ stak on papcr it's olr n nlap, so ii

1l this mdP-as-synlboL )f-thc-stn ic ..'1ccpt sccms farfctchcd,
cunsidcr ihc national ailasos Engl.rnd .rnd Francc l,roduccd nl
thclaicsixt(\rnthccntur)'. Eliabcih I of EnSlancl lomnissn cd
Chrisk)phcr Saxt('1 to calfy out.t countryv!idc topographic
sunc1, of Englancl and Walcs and to publish thc maps h an
claborat( hnnd-(olorcd ail.s. {n ndditn to pro!iding infor'
mation usefui for goveming her king.:lom, the .rtlas bolllld
together maps of ihe various Entlish counties and asseriec:t
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increased fronl fcwer ihan iwcnt!, to morc than eiglrtt as

former cololrics turned to carbgraPhy as a iooi of both eco

n(nnic develoPmcnt and Political ideniity. hr th. cFrvi.P .{
ihc state, maps nnd atlases ofhn Play .:tlral rolcs

I'erhaps thc haste of ne . natidls to asseri thcir indePen
dcncc cariographn:ally reflects thc colonial porvcrs'use of ihe
map as an nr iel lcctual tool for lcgitimizing ierri k)rirl conques L,

ccononic exploitation, and cultural imPerialism Maps made
it easyfor E ropcan states locarve LrpAfrica an.l other heathen
lands, lo la), .laim to land and resources, and to ignore exist-
nrg socinl.nd poliiical structures. KnoH'ledgc is po\a'er, and
cnrde explorcrs' n1aps macle possible treaties bciw€en nations
$,ith conflictirg clanrls. Thnt maPs dra 'lr P by diPlornais
and generals became a political realitl' tends nn unintencle.l
irony to thc aphorism itra t ihe Pen is miShticr than ihe s$'ord

Nowherc is the map nrorc n national syrnbol and an micl-
lectual $'eapon than in disputes over territory. !Vhen naiion A
.nd naiion B both claim ierriiorv C, tlle), usually are at $'ar
cartograptricnlly as lvell. Naiion A, u'hich dcf(:|ted nation B
se!eral dccadcs ago and now hol.ls terriiol' C, has incorPo
rate.l C irto A on iis maps. If A s rraps jdentify C at a]l, thcy
ten.l lo nlcniion it only $nn'n they label othcr provhces or
subregrons. If nation B u,as badly beatcn, iis n]aPS nrjght
show C as a .lisputed ielritory. Unlike As maps, lJ's maps
als,ays namc (1. lf Ll feelsbeiicr PrePared iorbdttlc orbeliet'cs
internal humoil hns weakened A, B's maps nriEht more boldly
denv politicnl rcality bv graphi..rlly annerinB C

NeLrtral countries tread a ihin cartograltri. i e by colornr8
(rr shading thc dispuied arca to reflect A's o..uPation and

pcrhaps includnlg in smauer tyPc a note recoSni,ing l''s claim
lf A and B havc (lifferenL nanlcs for C, As name aPPears,

sometimes with B's name in parcntheses. (Evcn whcn recap
iure by B is improbable, mapmakers like io hedge their bets )

Cartographic ncutralitlr can Lrc difficult, though, lor cusionrs
officials of nation B sometimcs cmbargo Publicniions that ac-

ccpt as unqucsiioned A s sovcreignty over C. lf A s rule is
secure, iis ccnsors can be morc nterant.

Consider for c\ample, thc disPute.:t siate of iammu and
Kashmla ll'ing bctween lndia, I'akisian, and China Boih
ln.lia alrd lakistan clanned Kashmir,oncea scPara te monarch t
and l\'eni io war over the arca in AuBEt 1965 Figure 7.2, a

U.S. Siate Dcpnrtment nap, shorvs the ceasc-fire line of fall
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India's

REPUBLICA ARGENTINA

rrlcURF 7.4. 5ubtlr and not so subtlt ..rtogmPhr. Fnlt).rEindi
Aritenthian p.st.r8. sl.rmPsFIC;Lrl{Fl 7.3 Officiol governDr€nt nr!flsl m.P! sho\! Kashnrn as a Part 01

lnJ,i (above) an! as a par{ oi I'Jkislan (b€lN!) h reality, lndia controls

thc southern pnrt ol the stdt..l KailDn, lakistan controls lh€ northhcst
ern pa,t, i d chnF.onhols Lhrees..tions alolgthucastern DdrSin
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fi,ture 7.,1, Argenhlian posiagc starnPs have toutcd that na

ii;n's claims not only io the Falkland lslands and th€ British-
held islands to th€ir east but also to Antarctica Like all
official maps of Argeniina, these postaile stanrPs denv the

legitimacy ofBritish occuPaiion wilh thcir SPanish label "klas
Malvnlas." Postage stamPs bearing maPs are also useful
propaganda tools for emergcnt nations ar.d ambitious revo'
lutionary movcmenis.

Size, Sltnpd thy, Thteats, tt d Itllportd ce

{omerine. prupJdind" nr. p.lr) to m leJ!o,rrlr\,rrPqr,iI
look big and imPortant, and sometjmcs they iry to make it
look small a|d threatened. ln the formcr case, thc maP miShi
support an appcal to fairncss: the Third World is bi8, and

therefore ii deserves to consume a larger share of the rvorld's
resources, to excrcise morc control over intemational Politj(al
bodics such as UNESCO (the Unitcd Nations Educaiional,
Scientific, and Cultural Organizatun), and to rcccive greakrr
respeci and largcrdeveloPmcnt grants trom the mo.e develoPcd

nati(ns of ihe West and ihe Cornmunist t'orld ln the laiicr
casc, the nraP mitht dramatize thc threai a large statc or

8r('up of staies poses for a smalls couniry. Figure 7.5, for
insiance, Portrays a carbgrtrPhjc Davi.:l and-a;oliath corrtcst

betlveen tiuv Israeland thc massive tcrritory of the nearb)' oil
Iich Arab naiions. Even though ihc map's gco!:raPhic facts

arc accuratc, a map comParir8 land area tclls us noth g

about Isracl's advanccd techlrol(,gy, keen military PrcPnred
ncss, and alliances rvith the United Staies .nd oiher Wcstern

Some map projections can helP the PropaBan.list bl' makint
sn.nl areas bigger and large areas bigger still No projection
has been as abused in the Purs it of size disiortion as that
devised bv sixteen th-century a tlas publisher and cark)gr:Pher
Gerardus Mercalor. Designed specificaU)' to aid ravigators,
the Mercator projeciion vastly cnlarges Pol.(''rd nreas so that
straighL lines can servc aslnxodl.,nts,ot tltutnb lilr€s thatis,hres
of constnrlt ileographic dlrection (lf the na!igator's comPass

sho$'s iruc north rathcr than nagnetic north, rhumb lincs can

be callcd lines of constani compass dircciion ) AsfiSure76
sho$'s, the navigator finds ihc course bv dra$'rng a straitht

rl,,l Rl l\4..J..r'- 'n 'l 
Pr" rlr lL ll''rr'\ t'

:,-;;,:..,.;;',.;. 'r,'j,", ' '' ' , 'r' "rr'
Nntional Fun! .l Cnnada

FlcIrRL 7.6. Mercdtor w.rl.] naP sh'wing th€ b'J r gatrEleO id'rhu'rb
i,,,"i,"r, e ,. s;.a ,h" -".f iasscrati;r oI r{cd chin' dnd in Parti'llar
ii. rdiii. o".t."a . "'o 

.avrsiiors, trre vcrcato ars" has s'rved Porit

i."r o-p"r".a'i ' '""li"S 
to &rgnifv th€ connl rirt threat

=P \i

----ir-!



Chapicr Seten / 96

line from oriSnr A to destination B and then reading ihe angle
0 from the meridian to the rhumb lilrc If one (onsistentll'

follows this bearnlg from A, one \,vill eventually reach B. For
this convenience the naviEator musi sacrifice a shorterbut less

easily followecl gcat circle route and endure the arcal distor-
tion causcd by ihe progressive increase Polelvard of norih
souih scale. Irr fact, the proje.tion shows little of the area

$'iihin the Arctic Circle and the Antarctic Circle because iis
poles are infinitely far frcnr its equator' Ever t'ary of icebergs

inywav navigators for centuries have avoided polar waiers
an.:t acccpted as onty a minor tiabiiity the M€rcator projec'
tion's sross areal eraggeration Yet for decades thelohn Birch

Society and other political Sroups intimidated by Communist
i{leology and Stalinist atrocities have ret'el!'.1 in the Mcrcaior's
carto$aphic enhanccment of the Soviet Union Birch Socieiy
lecturers warnnrg of the Red menace commonl]' sharcd the

stage with a massive Mercaior nlaP of the world with China

and Rlrssia prinied in a Provocative, symbolically rich rcd
Although equal arca maP Proicctions (as in figs 2 5 and

?4.) hrve bcen Lrvailablc at leasi since 1772, when lohann
Hcinrich I-amberi published his classic Brif]"riic zuttl Gtbntrchc

d Mathu dtik tutd derc Amuttndwtg, Mercator's Projection
pro!,i.:led ihe geographic framework foNaU maPS of thcworld
in many nirlctcenih and early tlvcntieth century classrooms,

.1nd more rcccntly lor scts of telcvision ne\ds Programs and

backclrops of official bricfing rooms PerhaPs distractcd by

corcerns ivith naviSaiion, exploration, and time zones, carto
graphically mlroPic cdtcators nnd set designers Prescnted a

aistorted Norldview ihntdiminishcct the significance of troPical

arcas to thc ndvantaBc of not only Canada and Siberia but
u,cstern Europe and ihe United Staies as well The l]nglish
cspecially liked the $'.y the Mcrcator flnttcred the British
Empire with.r central meridian through Greens'ich and
promr''e,rl rJr llurrE'.'onrP. rr, ALr'lr., r, i J'ldJ r'.rrr'l <oullr
qlfl .r \''r1, Br U h rndf ' \' n !,d\P lh. l mPrr' rr JJdFd
plujl by rcpeatint Austraiia and New Zealand at both the left
and right sides of thc maP.

Yet in the early 1970s this subtle and Probably unwitting
geopolitical propaganda served as a convenicnt straw man for
Cerman historian Arno Peters, rvho published a "ncw" world
map based on an equal-arca projeciion similar b one dc-

MaPs Ior PoliticaL ProPaganda /9i

q.ribed in 1855 bv the Reverend James Gall, a Scotiish clerBlr
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!ICURE 7.8 Like.ll equal area projcdi.rs, this f.ri8l.rss cqunl d..d Dnp
Pl ij,\ tn nr Jolrn snyJcr devis(l as a jokehasarea lidelily brt distorls ship.

lished larte and small versions of thc I'jctcrs projection, hung
ii on their $'alls, and used it in thcir prcss releases and publi
caiions. Perhaps because journalists also like Lo charnpion the
oppressed and can't nsist a good fight, the press repeated
Peters's claims nnd rcportcd thc success oI his bandwagon.
Academic cartographers bccame both pu,rlcd and enraged
puzzled that the media and such promincnt, rcspected instiiu
tions could be so gulliblc and ignorant, and cnraged Urat ihese

troups not only so persistcntly rcpca tcd Peiers's preposierous
assertions but so obstnratcly rcfuscd to look at cariography's
rvrilings, accomplishments, and rich hisiorv.

Not all cartoitraphers lacked a scnsr of hunror U.S. Geo
logical Sun'ey cariotraphic expert lohn Sn],dcr himsclf a dc-
veloper of several Lrsefui as \,vell as i 1olniile map prcjcc-
ti.Ds, offered yet another eclual area projc.tn'n k) nderscorc
his cariographir colleatues' point that an eclual-arca map is
noi necessaril)' a goo.t map. As shown in figurc 7.8, Snvder's
hourglass equal area projeciion does what thc l'jcters Projcc-
iion docs and the Mercator doesn'i it preserves areal rela-
iionships. But it also demonstraies dramatically that arcal
fiLlclity docs noi mean shape fidelity.

lronically, bl, succumbing io Peters's hype, UNESCO and
oihcr organihtions se,rsilive to Thirc:t World problems loyall),
backcd the {.ronil projecti.m and Drissec:l an enormous propa
ganda opporiunity. By acccptin8 ncritically Lire rather dubi
ous assumption that a map rcsponsjvc b people should accu
rately represent land arca, thcsc Sro ps roi only demonsirated
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selves arc being blockaded-" Arcs renr force ihe blockade theme
of the 1914 18 map, and bold arro1vs dramatize cermany,s
rreeri,\(!! tothr Atldnti,,,n lhe tq4n mJp.

Olhcr \ ,,,r mdp..,ttemptcd to Jiver, rimpdth) r'om E,ir-
ain. Captioned "A Study in Empires,,, rhe charrs in figure 7.1l
compare the 26,1,300 miz on which Ccrmany,s 87 mi ion jn-
hdbiranl, -mu.r ,ub.r\r" uir,r rhe lI ,)0.8<,i mi rh.rt Bri,ain,
with only 46 million people, "has acquired.,, Hoi, can little
Germany be the aggressor naiion? the lelr panel asks. hr
contrast, the right panel suggcsrs a notc of greed in B tain,s
conquest oI 26 percent of the world,s land ar€a. The map,s
caption sounds a further chord ofgdevanceby noting thar rtre
Bnli-1. In-prre in.ludle. rl.e furmp, t,, rman c,,torri..

Facts ir Rr"i.,a,'s editors also used maps ro cast doubt on
England's probity. In the issue oI30 November 19,10, a srory
headlined "British Bonbings-A Record ol British Truthfui-
ness" reported that on 24 Novcmber a British bomber appar-
entlv lost its l^'ay to Cenoa and bombcd Marseilles, Friircr:.

Maps for Political ProPnganda /,03

FIGURrT.l2. "Mars.il lc 'Mista k€n' lor Cenoa " (la.]r t, R..i.rr2,no 16 [30

Eariy Driiish ncws reports not only had denied the bombing
but had biamed the Cermans. A map (fig 7.12) locaied both
citics, and its caPtion reeked with sarcasm: "Marseille was

'mistaken'for Italy's Genoa, morc than 200 miles away!" The

stor!, developcd a bumbling British theme by noting the
dropping of anti-Italian leaflets, casualties of sir dead and
ilvelve wounded ("These 18 Persons were exclusively wom
cn"), the protests of ihe Vichy gov€rnment, and ErSland's

A STUDY IN EMPIRES

rHE AGCEISSOR NATION?

lircuRE 7.r l
19,101:33)

"A Studv n E lires" (rn.ts ,r R..i.a, 2, no. 5 i5 February
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IIGURE 7.13. "Alli€d Inrrigucin ttr e l_ow Counbies, (ar.rr tr ]?e,i.z,2,no.
45 [25 Novcmber 1940]:557).

"somewhat lame story that fog and in€xperience caused the
cr€w of the Briiish plane to drop their bombs over rhis non-

Nazi propatandists also used facsimile maps ro prove their
opponents' treachery and justify Germany's advancing west
em froni. Nonskeptical Amedcans *'ere thorght likely to
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accept the largely illegible, handlabeled maP (fi8.7.13) on the

Fdcts in Rerieu cover for 25 November 1940 as convincing
evidence of British and French Plans to "invade the rich Ger
man valley of the Ruhr wiih the cooPeration of both BelSium
and the Netherlands." Germany, the maP imPlied, had merely
don€ io them fi$t what they had been plotting to do to her'

Another plot revealed in Fdcls i, Rezricru justified the Parti
tion of Poland among Germany and Russia. CaPtioned "Pol
ish Delusions of Grandeut" fiSure 714 shorrs il1 bold black a

rnuch reduced German state- Offended and outraged, the

editors r€vealed thai "this maP, published in the Posen

newspaper, 'Dziennik Poznanski,' after the rcceiPt of Cham
berlain's 'blank check,' revived dreams of extendint the Pol

ish dominion to the Weser River-" Aithough a newsPaPer

map hardlv constitutes official staie Policy, th€ maP stggests
to tire politically naive that the 1939 invasiorl amPly repaid the

Poles for even darint to think of annexing German teflitory'
Useful Ior rcpr€sentjng one's opPonents as ihe bad 8uys,

mdp' cJn.,l-o.d\ erti.e one'elf a. rhe tood 8uy A(comPan\-
rne n -lo.y hpaJlinpd Rendtrrdlion Bd,lgroJnd for lcnce

:.i::: 6;-,.: ; . . , J 4. .. t. Ea.td s 
^4F@d.eo 'tb 

pd L4 s.ddn'

FIGUR! 7.1,1. "lolish Delusions ol Grand€ur" (aach nr l.!i.u 2, no 28 18

July 19'101: 294).
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IIGUR! 7ls "ll.p.trrtio'r: Bn.kE.ou.d f..Pe..' (/'a,1:,, R(,ir? l, no
l{' ll0 \ovemb€r l9l9 : i:1).

figure 7.15 sho$'s Germanl' the I'eacemaker quictly rcducing
eihnic friction rn the Baltic states by evacuating 80,00{l hl
120,000 Cennans. As ld.ls n7 Rei)ic?, proudl), observes, "Ger
many is not afraid io correct mistakes of geotraph)' and hlsto-
ry." The map's pictorial symbols dramatize ihe repatriation
by shorving prou.:t, brave, obedient Germans clutchnrg their
suitcases and hing up to board shjps seni to "lead Lthesel lost
Ccnnans back home to the Reich." To the etrst in stark, de

Prcssing black loorns the Soviei Union, and to the south nr
purc, hoPclul white lies Cermany.

Maps ior lr(titical l'roFaganda / rl)7

FlCiUltE 7 16 "Sth.rts ol rniln.n.e' (/nll! tr Ra nrr lr, no 13 [L0  Pril
l94il:182).

In trying to peruacle the United Stntcs to renrain neuiral,
Nazi cark)graphic propaijandists flattercd hoth isolrtionism
and Monroe Doctr;lc militadsm. Titlcd "SPhercs of Influ-
ence," fig re 7.16 us€s bold lines to scnd a clear m€ssage io
Americans: sia), in your orvn hemisphcrc and out oi Luropc
Fnintly rescnblint the lobes ofGoocte's intcrnLPled Projection
,tig,. 2o, r.,r1i'..rri,'r.,'I\.t,rd,1r. ll'.nJndl-o- rpnJrlP,l
gropo,rtr,.rr ll,F"lpr f.' L'err.,-v' t.,, rfir d lv I l!rr' TT 'h
suciessful the Nazj cartograPhic offensivc miSht have been is

moot, for the Unitcd States cntered ihc $'ar olr the side of
Englancl after Japan attacked Peart I larbor, Hau'aii, on 8 Dc-

Atrows, Circlcs, Placc-Names, ontl Otlrcr

Cnrtogrophic AssoLtlf Wei\o s

Fc$' map symbols arc as forceful .ln.:l sugg.qrive ns the arrol '
A bold, sdid line might makc the maP vierver infcr a 'ell-
dcfined, generally accepted border separating ncighborng
nations rrith homogencous poPulations, brrt '11'rrot'or a sei

of arrows can dramatize an aitack across the bordct exagger-

ate ; corlcentration of troops, and perhaPs even jusiif)' a "prc-
cmptive strike." As fiilure 717 demorsiraies, arros'symbols

Chapter Sevcn / il)6
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bombs are stockpiled horizontally but dropped v€rticallt
whereas missiles are stored upright but htrled horizontally.
Tojustify an expandint defense budget, a propaSandist might
even siage a mininuclear attack, complete with a victorious
response. Maps can even make nuclear war appear suNivabl€.

The specter of nuclear wariare sends threaten€d nations
and pacifists worldwide to the cartographic arcenal for an
honored piece of geopoiitical ordnanc€, the circle. Diplomais
aDd miliiary silaiegjsts have found the circle pariicularly use-
tul in showing the striking zones of aircraft, and modern
stmtegists find circles indispensable when discussinS the mnte
of guided missiles. Circles b ng to the map a Seometric

\

l,f \
,(-r( )e/7^

Irvadere bottled up
'l \'

FIGUR! 7.1 7. Arro$ symbols portnying o vari€ty oI ma n€uvers and sra le

can vary in size, umber and arrangement io portray a range
oi mililJr\ .ont"ontrtion-. trom ovFrwhctning thrert,.rIlJ
courageous standofis to invasions wfth varyin8 degrces of
success. Dudng World War II and the Kor€an War manv
Ameri.,rn new.pdper. Lr.Fd d.,rl\ bn l-fi(td rndp. \ith tor(;.
ful and suggestive arror^'s to give their readers a generalized
blow-by blow account of the AUi€d forces' viciories and d€-
feats. As figllle 7.18 demorlstrates, prominent arrows and
black areas portraying captued territory coutd dramatize the
ihrcat of an advancing enemy.

A less abstract cousin of the arror{ is the bomb or missile
symbol. Everybody knows what it is and fears fts referent.
Lines of miniature missiles and stacks of ominous little red or
black bombs readily impress map viewers with the compara
tive sizes of opposing arsenals. Ori€ntation is also impotant:

FICUItE 7.18. A 1!s0 Associat€d Press newslaper na! uses black shading
1o nark the part of South (orea invnded by North (oican foi..s and
arross to portray troop mov.mcnts.

I
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IIGURE 719. a local enrironm.ntal P.orectun SrouP might seck to
arolse citizen suPfoit wnh a PrcPtSnnda maP on whi.h conc€ntri. .ir.lcs
havc proSr€ssively 

'nore 
thr€atening lab.ls closer to the sirc.i a PruPosed

purity easily mistaken for accruacy and a thority. Yet on Iew
small scale maps do circles on the spherc remain circles in a

two dimensional plane. Even local envirolmcrltal activists
find circles useful, especially $'hen ananged concentricalll,
around the site of a ProPosed incinerabr or nucLcar Power
plant, and wiih ever larger, more threatening labels for closer
circies, as in figure 7.19 (p1.7).

Namhg can be a powerful weapon of thc cartotraPhic
propagandist. Place-names, ot laparytns, not only make
anonymous locaiions significant elements of thc culiural land
scape but also offcl strong suSSestions about a rcgion's char
acterand ethnic a llcgia ncc. Alihoughmany maps not intending
a hint of propalianda mightinsult orbefuddlc local inhabit.uts
by translating a topon),m from onc language to another (as

Maps for I'oliiical llopaganda /r1r

IrlcllRE 7 20 Dranali. mat c.mpnrin8 inlanL nulnlily ral€s lor parts oi
san Di€go, Calii.rnia, nll nalional mtes oI vaious .ounlries.

from Trois Riviares io Three Rivers) or by atteDpting a pho-
netic iransliteration from one language b another (as from
Moskva io Moscoh') and even from one alphabel to arolher
(as in Pekint or Beijing), skillful propagandists have often
altered map viewers' inpressions of multiethnic cultural
landscapes by suppressint the ioponymic htluence oI one

troup and inflathg that of another.
Local social activists can also use thc sugSestive porvcr of

piace names to make a point cartuBraphicalltr. FiBUre 7.20,

fo. instance, is an infant mortalittr map of San DieBo, Califor-
nin, ihai strongly nrdicts inila rban inc.tualitics irr nlatcrnnl
and infant healih care. As lhe mnp notcs, some paris of the
citlr are comparable io highly devebped rvestern European
nations such as Swcdol and Swiizcrland, shcrl]as other
nciBhborhoods arc sirnilar io Hungarv or jamaica. Filiurcs

^'#J r*"
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7.19 and 7.20 both dcmonstrate that cartograPhic ProPaganda
can be an effective intelleciual weaPon against an unrespon

sive, biased, or conlPt local bureaucracy Like guns and la

crosse sticks, maPs can be good or bad, depending on who's

holding then, $;io they're aimed at, how they're used, and

whv.

ChaPtcr I

Maps, DnrrNsr, AND DISINFoRMATIoN:

Foor THNr ENsNav

\tz
ZIN

Compared with militat' maps, most ProPaganda maps are

little more ihan cartoons. ABood defens€ cstablishmeni knows
how to guard its maps and their geograPhic details and yet at

times to teak false inlormation the cnemy miSht think is true
I'roviding some accrua te i nformation is necessarv, ofcourse, if
the "disinformaiion" is to be credible An intellectual weaPon

in political propaganda, the maP is a fundamental taciical
weapon for military counierinteliiSence and covert diPlomac,v

This chapter addresscs how and why Sovenmcnts guard
maps, hide geographic information, and sometnncs even djs-
tribuie deliberately falsificd maPs. Thc first section discusses

theveryreal neec:t for cartographic security, thesecond examines

the now admitted excesses ofSoviet cartographers $'ho delib
erately doctored their maPs, and thc third section exPlores
how govcrnments sornctimes mjslead their o$'n .jiizens by
failint to tuclude thrcats to a sound ervironm.rni and other
possible ernbarrassments.

Det'cnse and a Secure CLtttographic Database

No doubt about it: mapped information often must be Suard-
ed. If knowledge is power, an enemy's knon'ledge of your
weaknesses and strengths is a threat MaPs can also betray
your plans, as Ciovanni Vigliotio discovered. In 1981 an

Arizona jur), found this fifty{hree-year-old ladies'man Suilty
of fraud and bigamy. Ciovanni, who claimed to havc n1arlied
more ihan 105 women over thirty-threc years, invariably cui
short thc honeymoor by abscondnlg with his victim's cash

and jewelry. Hac:t he not left behind an annotated map when


